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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - TONY DARK 
 

T he process of creating an annual report lends itself to reflection of past accomplishments and challenges. 

It encourages one to look to the future as the many goals of the past year set the stage for what lies 

ahead. 

 

     During the past year, OTC has gained the confidence of RITA, thereby authorizing the Centerôs funding 

which was not available in the early stages of its growth. We are now ñcaught upò to a place we were         

expected to be in this stage of our first cycle of authorization as a national UTC. 

 

     Awards for the most recent round of RFPs will be announced before year end. Our second RFP will be close behind and we an-

ticipate it will provide the Center with world class equipment allowing associated research a permanent place in the national  spot-

light for transportation.  

 

     The Center has become fully compliant over the past twelve months with all reporting requirements. I am particularly gratef ul 

to the tireless efforts of Dr. Musharraf Zaman, Interim Technical Director through December 2009, and his staff. They have wo rked 

hard to develop and ensure technical reporting processes were established. Dr. Arnulf Hagen will replace Dr. Zaman as Interim 

Technical Director in January 2010. 

 

     Our website has become more user friendly and accessible to research professors, academic and industry partners. The website 

and industry involvement are two areas I expect to be reporting substantive progress on by this time next year. Establishing a new 

office location and staff in Oklahoma City will also increase the Centerôs exposure. 

 

     Leonard Bernstein was quoted as saying ñTo achieve great things, two things are needed; a plan, and not quite enough timeò. 

By Mr. Bernsteinôs estimation, I would say we are perfectly postured to achieve great things. I look forward to FY 2010. On behalf 

of Langston University, the University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University, we express our gratitude and thanks to Senator 

James Inhofe, RITA and our many outstanding researchers for making the Oklahoma Transportation Center a national center of 

excellence of which we all can be proud. 

 

          Thank you, 
 

 

 

          Tony Dark 
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OTC ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

T he OTC is a National University Transportation Center under the U.S. Department of Transportationôs Research and Innovative        

Technology Administration (RITA). Mr. Tony Dark directs the OTC. The Executive Board consists of one representative from each 

partner institution, the Director of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, and the  Director of the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority. The 

OTC Industry Advisory Board members consist of representatives from transportation related organizations. ƴ  



 

 

OTC MISSION 
 

T he Oklahoma Transportation Center expects to marshal the talents and resources of the participating universities (OSU, 

OU, and LU) as well as Oklahoma-based private industry, governments and transportation professionals to provide world

-class solutions to challenges in building, designing and maintaining transportation systems. 

 

OTC THEME 

ñECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT THROUGH INFRASTRUCTURE STEWARDSHIPò 
 

T he economic vitality of this nation is linked directly to productivity and efficiency of our Surface Transportation System. 

The creation and development of the Interstate Highway System has stimulated our economy by effectively linking 

every part of this nation and creating timely accessibility never before experienced. The next fifty years will be full of        

challenges and opportunities for the economic growth, but we must keep pace with the increasing demands for capacity, 

safety and productivity.  

 

     OTC is positioned to be instrumental in the development of key transportation corridors facilitating national economic    

expansion. There are technical and physical limitations to the existing system that are obstacles to increased productivity, 

safety and security that must be addressed to realize the full potential and economic opportunities for our State and Nation.  

 

     The Oklahoma Transportation Center is systematically addressing these issues using the collaborative efforts of the     

University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma State University and Langston University in conjunction with transportation professionals 

in government and industry by marshalling the best talent available to examine and advance innovative solutions to these 

problems of structural limitations, inadequate capacity, security and safety. ƴ  
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OUTREACH 

ODOT-OTC Research Day | October 7, 2009 

H ow do you measure the success of the ODOT -OTC Research Day?  

If it involves collaboration amongst a diverse group of people coming together for the 

common purpose of enhancing transportation related challenges, applying creative and innova-

tive ideas to solve common problems and sharing ideas that transcend industry, educational and 

agency boundaries, then the 2009 Research Day was an overwhelming success. ƴ 

Photos from the 2009 ODOT -OTC  

Research Day:  
 

1- OTC Executive Director Tony Dark with  
     Jim Laguros, OU;  

2ï David Streb, ODOT;  

3ï Ginger McGovern, ODOT;  

4ï Wilson Brewer, Langston Univ. with OU  
     graduate students;  

5ï Dharamveer Singh, OU graduate student; 

6ï Steve Cross, OSU;  

7ï Brian Hurst, ODOT;  
8ï Kianoosh Hatami, OU. 

 


