


T ony Dark, a former Oklahoma Good Roads & Transportation Association 

(OGR&TA) president, has been named the first executive director of the 

Oklahoma Transportation Center. 
 

     Tony comes to OTC with over twenty-seven years of experience in the trans-

portation industry. He served as the senior vice president of infrastructure for 

Tetra Tech, Inc.  He managed marketing and production for offices located in San 

Antonio, Tulsa, Oklahoma City and Kansas City. He served as the global director 

of homeland security for Tetra Tech and was responsible for national pursuits of 

security related projects in the post 911 era. This included the Corps of Engineers 

force protection program and the U.S. Environmental Agencyôs emergency re-

sponse initiatives.  
 

     Tony served as president of FHC, Inc. Oklahoma and president of Tetra Tech-FHC Oklahoma for over a 

decade. These firms provided civil engineering consulting services to municipalities, Oklahoma Depart-

ment of Transportation, and the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority. He has served as a board member of the 

Oklahoma Association of General Contractors and board member and national director of Oklahoma Con-

sulting Engineers Council. Governor Brad Henry appointed Tony to the Oklahoma  Department of Environ-

mental Quality Board in 2000. He earned his bachelorôs degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 

Oklahoma and is a registered professional engineer.  
 

     ñTony is exactly what we were looking for in our first executive director. He is an engineer who brings 

private sector management savvy and communication skills to the table,ò one board member said.    

                                                                                 

                                    By Stephen F. Lalli, Carovilli Communication 

 

In this edition . . . 

We welcome you to the inaugural edition of the OTC newsletter. The purpose of this publication is to connect you to 

important transportation events including research, education and outreach occurring within the Oklahoma Transpor-

tation Center. Furthermore, we celebrate the collaborative on-going efforts to accomplish our mission of providing 

ñEconomic Enhancement through Infrastructure Stewardship.ò 

Introducing Tony Dark , 
 

Executive Director of the OTC 
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From the desk of Tony Dark 
 

T his first  issue of the OTC newsletter is the begin-

ning of a very exciting time for Oklahoma transpor-

tation. I am proud to be at the helm of this center. Thanks 

to the hard work of several staff members from each uni-

versity, we are already running like a well oiled machine. 

I have much to learn from these academic veterans. I ap-

preciate their expertise. Working with them ensures the 

OTCs continued momentum and rise to our nationôs most 

respected Transportation Center.  

 

     Itôs exciting to witness research that will forever 

change the way transportation issues are approached. Six-

teen projects are now funded. These projects range from 

techniques aimed at solving our states crumbling bridges 

to analysis of Oklahomaôs transportation infrastructure 

and itôs affect on our stateôs economy. 

 

     We appreciate the confidence and support given by the 

Governors office, ODOT and our U.S. Senator, the Hon-

orable James Inhofe. This support is vital for OTC to be-

come the nationôs leading transportation center. 

 

     The theme of our Strategic plan is ñEconomic En-

hancement through Infrastructure Stewardshipò. I hope 

you join in my excitement with this new vision and oppor-

tunity and help make the most of what we have to offer.      

 

           Sincerely 

                Tony Dark 
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A word of welcome from  

Ike Glass, Chair of the OTC  

Advisory Committee  
 

 

S enator Henry Bellmon had an idea that if we 

had a better transportation system in Okla-

homa it would lead to better jobs. OU, OSU and 

Langston partnered to form the Oklahoma Trans-

portation Center. Those of us in business have 

always thought that we needed to bring the mul-

tidisciplinary resources of the University com-

munity to bear on important transportation, 

safety and communications problems facing 

Oklahoma and the Nation. In the Oklahoma 

Transportation Center, we can develop and trans-

mit knowledge through research, training, techni-

cal assistance and technology transfer to enhance 

the transportation and communications systems 

that touch the lives of the people of Oklahoma 

and the Nation. Our infrastructure and location in 

America are very important to our future and 

must be utilized for our economic growth. 

 

     We are most fortunate to have as the Execu-

tive Director, Tony Dark who brings a wealth of  

experience and knowledge to the job. He will be  

a great director and we wish him well. ƴ 

OTC congratulates new Planning and Research Division Engineer 
 

C ongratulations to Ginger McGovern on her appointment as the new Planning and Research 

Division Engineer at Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT).  She has over 23 

years of experience coupled with a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering and an M.S. degree in Public 

Administration, both from OU.  Ginger manages the Pavement Management program in the Plan-

ning & Research Division. Prior to that she worked for the Roadway Design Division, Bridge 

Division, and the former Research Division. We look forward to working with Ginger. ƴ 

Ginger McGovern 




